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Funding opportunities?

• 3 NOs (no new legislation, no new administration, no new funding)

• Policy framework for cooperation

• rather informal governance structure (with Steering Groups and Priority 
Area Coordinators) at an operational level and the EC (DG REGIO), a High-
level Group, (TRIO) Presidency and National Coordinators at a strategic 
level. 

• more creative/experimental ways of cooperating, e.g. by linking the Danube 
Transnational Programme with EUSDR PAs/PACs (to finance themselves), or 
providing a policy framework for funding opportunities.



A policy framework to funding opportunities
• The preparation process of post-2020 programming

offers a unique opportunity to all European Structural
and Investment Funds (ESIF) and others such as IPA
and NDICI (former ENI) to address territorial
challenges in macro-regional strategies (MRS) more
strategically.

• Previous experiences showed that a dialogue
between authorities responsible for the programming
process and key implementers of MRS are needed to
make the best use of EU funding sources and to bring
the strategic actions of MRS into these funding
programmes.
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Embedding in a multilevel strategic context
• Practices in the 2014-2020 programming and implementation period have further shown that a better 

coordination may require going beyond traditional administrative boundaries, and the will from 
different levels of government to co-operate and co-ordinate strategic actions in order to achieve shared 
goals and strengthen complementarities and synergies between different instruments.
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EUSDR Embedding process

01/2020

03/2020

11/2020

01/2021

07/2021

EUSDR TASK FORCE

formed for embedding the EUSDR into EU 

Programmes (EMB-DR); support for strategic planning 
and programming of the ESI/IPA III/ NDICI funds in 3 

meetings held so far

EUSDR EMBEDDING TOOL with the 

SHORTLIST of STRATEGIC TOPICS

MA LEAFLET & SK EUSDR Presidency Paper

• Embedding a nutshell provided to MAs in the Danube Reingion 

incl. embedding formats.
• FROM WORDS TO ACTION! Discussion Paper on further 

potential tools and processes for embedding initiated under the SK 

EUSDR Presidency

MA NETWORKS

• ESF MA Network since 2015 

• ERDF/CF MA Network est. 01/2021 (2 meetings held)
• IPA/NDICI programming authorities network est. 04/2021 (2 meetings held)

• Surveys conducted among the MA networks for better aligning priorities of the 

programmes to the actions/shortlisted strategic topics of the EUSDR vice versa

Updates

• Update of the EUSDR Embedding 

Tool Annex 1b (sources document)
• Update of the EUSDR Embedding 

Tool Annex 1a

• Overview of the survey results of 
the EUSDR ERDF/CF MA Network

• Overview of the surveys conducted 

among the EUSDR ERDF/CF and 
IPA/NDICI MA Network

elaborated as rolling document based on a screening of 

available funding instruments (EU and non-EU). In this 
matrix, for each action and strategic topic possible 

funding instruments are suggested. The shortlist of three 

strategic topics per PA was submitted by the PACs in 
05/2020 and in endorsed in 10/2020.



EUSDR Embedding tools

• Strategic guidance and implementation measures

 Tools: The Guidance Paper for Embedding of the EUSDR (HR EUSDR Presidency); EUSDR EMBEDDING –
FROM WORDS TO ACTION! (SK EUSDR Presidency)

 Target group: Key implementers of the EUSDR; authorities responsible for programming

 Performance: Introduction to the EUSDR Embedding process; comprehensive instructions for 
implementation; further potential tools and strategic cooperation possibilities 



EUSDR Embedding tools

• Strategic implementation tools

 Tools: The EUSDR Embedding Tool (Annex 1a); Sources for content of funding instruments (Annex 1b)

 Target group: Key implementers of the EUSDR; authorities responsible for programming

 Performance: Interactive Excel tool for individual application; Actions of the EUSDR Action Plan and EUSDR 
shortlisted strategic topics; allocation to possible EU funds, IPA III and NDICI funds (applicable for EU and 
non-EU countries); alignment with the Annexes D of the Country Reports 2019 and 2020; shortcuts to and 
compilation of funding instrument sources for the MFF 2021-2027 (pdf)



EUSDR Embedding tools

• The EUSDR Embedding Tool (Annex 1a)

• Sources for content of funding instruments (Annex 1b)



The EUSDR Embedding Tool (Annex 1a)



EUSDR Embedding tools

• EUSDR embedding in a nutshell tool

 Tool: MA Leaflet

 Target group: Authorities responsible for programming

 Performance: the how, the why, the what summary of EUSDR embedding for representatives of 
managing/programming authorities



EUSDR Embedding tools

• Strategic implementation tools

 Tools: Overviews of surveys of EUSDR MA Networks (ERDF/CF and IPA/NDICI)

 Target group: Authorities responsible for programming; key implementers of the EUSDR

 Performance: Interactive Excel tools for individual application; Danube region wide overview of how 
Specific Objectives of Cohesion policy are covered by national and Interreg programmes; alignment of 
programmes’ thematic priorities with the Actions and shortlisted strategic topics of the EUSDR; ‘Numerical 
overview of the coverage of EUSDR actions/shortlisted strategic topics’; TOP 5 matchmakings identified 



EUSDR Embedding tools

• Overviews of surveys of EUSDR MA Networks (ERDF/CF and IPA/NDICI)
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EUSDR Embedding tools

• Overviews of surveys of EUSDR MA Networks (ERDF/CF and IPA/NDICI)



Summary: EUSDR Embedding tools elaborated

https://danube-
region.eu/proje

cts-and-
funding/embed
ding-2021-
2027/

For EUSDR 
embedding 

process and the 
EUSDR tools 
elaborated, 
please visit:

The Guidance Paper for Embedding of the EUSDR : comprehensive instructions for the EUSDR Embedding process including a 
table filled in by Priority Areas to provide up to three strategic topics (per PA) and detailed description of each strategic topic (shortlist)

UPDATED! The EUSDR Embedding Tool (Annex 1a): Actions of the EUSDR AP and of the shortlisted strategic topics, which have been in each 
case allocated to possible EU funds, IPA III and NDICI funds as well as to the Annexes D of the Country Reports 2019 and 2020

UPDATED! Sources for content of funding instruments (Annex 1b): a compilation of funding instrument sources to support PACs in their 
selection of strategic topics and NCs in approaching the MAs.

MA Leaflet to embed the EUSDR into EU programmes 2021 – 2027: the how, the why, the what summary of EUSDR embedding 
for representatives of managing/programming authorities, NCs, PACs and other stakeholders working on embedding into EU 

programmes

EUSDR EMBEDDING – FROM WORDS TO ACTION! Discussion Paper: discussion paper on further potential tools and processes 
for embedding initiated under the SK EUSDR PRESIDENCY

Overview of surveys of EUSDR MA Networks (ERDF/CF and IPA/NDICI): Based on the results of the surveys conducted in spring 
2021, documents were designed to better align priorities of the programmes to the actions/shortlisted strategic topics of the EUSDR
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